
FALL 2023

S t u d e n t s  a n d  m i s s i o n a r i e s  g e t t i n g
r e a d y  t o  g o  o n  c a m p u s  t o  t e l l  p e o p l e

a b o u t  N e w m a n !

T h e  2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4  S t u d e n t  M i n i s t r y  T e a m ,
F O C U S  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  a n d  F r .  G o n n e l l a

  N e w m a n  C a t h o l i c  S t u d e n t  C e n t e r
6 1 s t  A n n u a l  B e n e f i t  D i n n e r   

S A T U R D A Y ,  D E C E M B E R  2 ,  2 0 2 3

Please contact the office at 815-787-7770 if you would like  
   to purchase a ticket. If you are not able to 
  attend and would still like to donate, please 
                          scan the QR code. 
        We are excited to gather together to 
        raise money for the Newman Center!

We would love for you to join us at our 61st Benefit Dinner!
We will be partnering with Faranda's in DeKalb and we

want to welcome you to kick off this Advent season 
at our semi-formal event!

EWMAN NOW

SCAN TO DONATE



I t  i s  s o  g o o d  t o  h a v e  b e g u n  a n o t h e r  s c h o o l  y e a r  h e r e  a t
t h e  N I U  N e w m a n  C e n t e r !  A s  I  w r i t e  t h i s ,  i t  i s  t h e  f e a s t

d a y  o f  o u r  p a t r o n  s a i n t ,  S t .  J o h n  H e n r y  C a r d i n a l
N e w m a n .  I t  w a s  h e  w h o  o n c e  p r a y e d ,  “ D e a r  L o r d . . .
s h i n e  t h r o u g h  m e ,  a n d  b e  s o  i n  m e  t h a t  e v e r y  s o u l  I
c o m e  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  m a y  f e e l  Y o u r  p r e s e n c e  i n  m y

s o u l . . . L e t  m e  t h u s  p r a i s e  Y o u  i n  t h e  w a y  Y o u  l o v e  b e s t ,
b y  s h i n i n g  o n  t h o s e  a r o u n d  m e . ”  A l o n g  w i t h  S t .  J o h n

N e w m a n ,  w e  s t r i v e  f o r  t h i s  v e r y  s a m e  m i s s i o n .  I t  i s  o u r
g o a l  h e r e  t o  b e  s o  i n  l o v e  w i t h  t h e  L o r d  t h a t  H i s  l o v e
s h i n e s  t h r o u g h  u s  a n d  i n t o  t h e  l i v e s  o f  e v e r y o n e  w e

m e e t .  W e  a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  h u m b l e d  b y  t h e  w a y s  t h a t  w e
s e e  t h i s  h a p p e n i n g  h e r e  o n  t h e  c a m p u s  o f  N I U !  W e  a r e

a l r e a d y  a b o u t  6  w e e k s  i n t o  t h e  s e m e s t e r ,  a n d  w e  h i t
t h e  g r o u n d  r u n n i n g  f r o m  d a y  o n e .  B e t w e e n  o u r  S t u d e n t

M i n i s t r y  T e a m  r e t r e a t  a n d  e v e n t s ,  W e l c o m e  W e e k
e v e n t s ,  N I U  f o o t b a l l  t a i l g a t e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  o u t r e a c h

e f f o r t s ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  s e e k i n g  i n  m a n y  w a y s  t o  b r i n g
t h e  l o v e  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  o n t o  t h i s  c a m p u s .  W e  h a v e

s e e n  m a n y  n e w  f a c e s  t h i s  s e m e s t e r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  m a n y
s t u d e n t s  w h o  a l r e a d y  k n o w  a n d  l o v e  t h e  N e w m a n

C e n t e r .  I t  i s  s u c h  a  b l e s s i n g  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  w i t n e s s  t h e
g r o w t h  h e r e  f r o m  y e a r  t o  y e a r ,  a n d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  w a l k
w i t h  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  o u r  L o r d .  W e  a r e

a l s o  s o  e x c i t e d  t o  h a v e  o u r  F O C U S  m i s s i o n a r i e s  b a c k
o n  c a m p u s  t h i s  y e a r .  T h e  g r o w t h  t h a t  w e  h a v e  s e e n

t h r o u g h  t h e i r  d i s c i p l e s h i p  a n d  B i b l e  s t u d y  g r o u p s  h a s
b e e n  i n c r e d i b l e !  I t  i s  a n  u n b e l i e v a b l e  g i f t  t o  h a v e  

f u l l - t i m e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  b r i n g i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o
t h e  N e w m a n  C e n t e r ,  a n d  b r i n g i n g  J e s u s  t o  t h e m .  I  a m

s o  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  t h a t  w e  h a v e  h e r e  w h o
a r e  s o  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  b r i n g i n g  t h e  L o v e  o f  J e s u s
C h r i s t  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e y  a r e  t r u l y  s t r i v i n g  t o  b e

“ l i g h t s  t o  t h e  w o r l d ”  a s  J e s u s  h a s  c a l l e d  u s !  I  a m  s o
g r a t e f u l  f o r  a l l  o f  y o u  a s  w e l l .  W e  c o u l d  n o t  d o  w h a t

w e  d o  w i t h o u t  t h e  p r a y e r s  a n d  g e n e r o u s  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r
b e n e f a c t o r s .  I  w i s h  y o u  c o u l d  s e e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e
g o o d  t h i n g s  t h a t  I  s e e  h a p p e n i n g  h e r e .  S e e i n g  y o u n g

p e o p l e  f l o u r i s h  i n  l i v e s  o f  h o l i n e s s  i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y .  F o r
a l l  o f  t h e  b a d  n e w s  t h a t  w e  h e a r  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  I  a m

h e r e  t o  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a m a z i n g  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s
h a p p e n i n g  h e r e  a t  t h e  N e w m a n  C e n t e r .  W e  t h a n k  y o u
s o  m u c h  f o r  a l l  o f  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  p r a y e r s  a n d  s u p p o r t
i n  t h i s  m i s s i o n .  M a y  t h e  L o r d  c o n t i n u e  t o  b l e s s  a l l  o f
y o u  a n d  y o u r  f a m i l i e s  a b u n d a n t l y .  L e t  u s  c o n t i n u e  t o

s t r i v e  e a c h  d a y  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  L o r d ’ s  l o v e  a n d  b r i n g  i t
i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  u s ,  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  b e  t h e

 l i g h t s  t h a t  H e  c a l l s  u s  t o  b e !

REV. ROBERT GONNELLA
PAROCHIAL ADMINISTRATOR

FRGONNELLA@NEWMANNIU.ORG

REV. SEAN GRISMER
IN RESIDENCE

FRGRISMER@GMAIL.COM

JIM DOMBEK
DEACON

JJD10634@AOL.COM

MICHAELA MCMAHON
OFFICE MANAGER

OFFICEMANAGER@NEWMANNIU.ORG

BIRDIE WELSH
BUSINESS MANAGER

BWELSH@NEWMANNIU.ORG

CHRISTINE REYNOLDS
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

ASSISTANT@NEWMANNIU.ORG

RACHEL JOHNSEN
RCIA DIRECTOR

COORDINATOR OF 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

RCIA@NEWMANNIU.ORG
FAITHFORMATION@NEWMANNIU.ORG

CALEB GRAY
MUSIC DIRECTOR

MUSIC@NEWMANNIU.ORG

JENNIFER GRAY
CGS COORDINATOR

GOODSHEPHERD@NEWMANNIU.ORG
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Father Gonnel la 's Corner
Student Center
512 NORMAL ROAD

DEKALB, IL 60115-2299

815-787-7770

WWW.NEWMANNIU.ORG

N E W M A N  C A T H O L I C
S T U D E N T  C E N T E R  
A T  N I U

@ N E W M A N A T N I U

mailto:goodshepherd@newmanniu.org


S T A F F  C H A N G E S  A T  T H E  N E W M A N  C E N T E R
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Chr i s t i n e  Reyn o l d s M i c ha e l a  McMah on Ca l e b Gray Jenny Gray Gaby Ys t eb o e

Fu l l - t ime Staff 
we w i l l  m i s s !

P l e a s e  we l c ome our new s taff member s  ( p i c tur e d ab ov e )  t o  th e Newman
Cente r !  We ar e s o  thankfu l  f o r  s o  many he l p i n g  hand s  an d k i n d  h ea r t s .

   Den i s e  San d e r s  ( o n th e l e f t )  s e rv e d th e Newman Cente r a s  th e campus
m in i s t e r ,  an d l a t e r a s  th e a dm in i s t r a t i v e  As s i s t ant ,  f o r  1 6  year s .  Sh e wa s a
l i g h t t o  a l l  a t th e Newman c ent e r an d he r d e d i c a t i o n  t o  h e l p i n g  s tud ent s  an d
p a r i s h i o n e r s  wa s an i n c r e d i b l e  b l e s s i n g !

   Mar c i a  Fe l t e s  ( o n th e r i g h t )  s e rv e d th e Newman Cente r a s  Off i c e  Manag e r
f o r  4 year s  an d l e f t an amaz i n g imp r e s s i o n  on pa r i s h i o n e r s  an d s taf f !  

B o th o f th e s e  won d e r fu l  l a d i e s  w i l l  b e  m i s s e d  v e ry much by the 
Newman c ommun i ty !

Lou i s  Banet

A N C H O R E D  I N  C H R I S T

E v e r y  n e w  y e a r  b r i n g s  a  n e w  f o c u s  a n d  t h e m e  t o
o u r  m i s s i o n .  T h i s  y e a r  a f t e r  t h o u g h t f u l
d i s c e r n m e n t ,  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  C h r i s t  h a s  c a l l e d
o u r  f o c u s  t o  b e  a l l o w i n g  C h r i s t  t o  b e c o m e  t h e
c e n t e r  o f  o u r  l i v e s  i n  a l l  t h a t  w e  d o  a n d  t o  b r i n g
o t h e r s  t o  C h r i s t  b y  a l l o w i n g  H i m  t o  t a k e  o v e r .  W e
f i r m l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  c a n n o t  d o  a n y t h i n g  i f  w e
a r e  n o t  f i r s t  “ a n c h o r e d ”  i n  C h r i s t .  T h i s  y e a r ’ s
S t u d e n t  M i n i s t r y  T e a m  c o n s i s t s  o f  t e n  o t h e r
s t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e  a l l  s o  b l e s s e d  w i t h  u n i q u e  g i f t s
a n d  t a l e n t s .  P l e a s e  p r a y  f o r  u s ,  t h a t  w e  m a y
m i n i s t e r  c o r r e c t l y ,  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e a c h  o u t  t o  n e w
s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  h e l p  n e w  a n d  c u r r e n t  m e m b e r s
g r o w  d e e p e r  i n  t h e i r  f a i t h  l i f e  a n d  t h e i r
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  A s  a l w a y s ,  w e
t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  o f  c a m p u s
m i n i s t r y  a n d  f o r  y o u r  w i t n e s s  o f  f a i t h  t o  u s
s t u d e n t s .  P l e a s e  k n o w  w e  w i l l  b e  p r a y i n g  f o r
y o u !  T h a n k  y o u  a n d  G o d  B l e s s  y o u  a l w a y s !

- B e n  M c C u n e  a n d  M i c h a e l  S t a r a s i n i c h
S M T  C o - C h a i r s  2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4

H e b r e w s  6 : 1 8 b - 1 9  
“ W e  w h o  h a v e  t a k e n

r e f u g e  m i g h t  b e  s t r o n g l y
e n c o u r a g e d  t o  h o l d  f a s t

t o  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  l i e s
b e f o r e  u s .  T h i s  w e  h a v e

a s  a n  a n c h o r  o f  t h e
s o u l ,  s u r e  a n d  f i r m ,
w h i c h  r e a c h e s  i n t o

 t h e  i n t e r i o r  
b e h i n d  t h e  v e i l . ”

S T U D E N T  M I N I S T R Y  T E A MS T U D E N T  M I N I S T R Y  T E A M



Contributing $1-$49
 Amanda Adams
Steven De Spain

Frank and Roberta Gianpetro
Ann Hager
Julie Hayes
Rita Hornick
John W. Huff

Rosalie Johnson
Robert and Josefina Kizior

Julie and Steven Kunst
Walter M. Kuras

James and Therese Laskowski
Tim and Ann Lehan

Gerald Lubshina
Arthur and Glenda Lundgren

Dennis and Jean Nosek
Donald C. Oblazney, Jr.

Mark Pasignajen
Rev. Timothy Piasecki

Savannah Price
Edward and Jeanne Rudnicki

Robert and Mary Senne
James and Lori Spreitzer

Richard and Annette Steinke
William and Jane Turner

Ronald and Patricia Wagner
Richard and Mary Wasser
Mark and Mary Yaeger
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Thank You for Your Generosity!
This report includes those who have given a donation between July 1, 2022 and June 30, 2023

Contributing $3000 or more
Landgraf Family Foundation 

Anne Serewicz
Daniel and Kristal Templin

Knights of Columbus, Illinois State Council
Costa Charitable Fund 

Contributing $1000-$2999
Joseph and Margarte Engel
Stephen and Patricia Faivre

Henry A. and Christina Handler
Joan Hanson-Berkes
Jack and Bev Kuhn

Marge and Jim Lehan
Bernard and Diane Napolski
Michael and Eva Marchese
James and Judy Schneider 

Betty Vitale
James and Kristen Walters

New Melleray Abbey
Ralph J. Baudhuin Foundation

The Church of Holy Apostles, McHenry, IL
St. Thomas The Apostle Catholic Church

St. Patrick
SS. Peter & Paul Catholic Church, Cary IL

Contributing $250-$999
Thomas & Karen Adamczyk

Anonymous
Robert J. and Donna Brown

Joe and Dee Bryja
Tony and Micki Chulick

Robert Cormier
David and Maribeth Daines

Robert and Linda Daniel
John J. and Peggy Dlabal
Jeffery and Marissa Dobie

Anton Feitlich
Doug and Terry Fischer
Lupe and Pat Galvan

Gerald and Sharon Gartner
Michael Geiger
Edward Goesel

Jeffrey and Denise Huff
Jordan Huff

Michael W. Knauf
Rev. Msgr. Stephen Knox

Mark and Lisa Lenz
Michael E. and Mary R. Mazakis

Patrick O'Neill
Scott and Lori Reimers

Richard Ryan
Nicole Schmutzler

John P. and Marcia Seiler
Dana and Lisa Simcox

Thomas S. Sintich
Joseph P. and Laura Solimini

William J. and Katherine M.
Starasinich

Matthew and Sarah Tipperreiter
Richard Lee and Anita Jo Turner

Helen E. Umbdenstock
Peter and Julie Vander Bleek

James and Kristen Walter
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Catholic Chruch, Crystal Lake
Gianna's House Pregnancy

Resource Center

Contributing $100-$249
Ros Adulseranee

Mark and Karen Anderson
Thomas Anderson

Mary L. Arnold
Marion and Constance Austin

Rev. David Beauvais
Michael and Mary Benker

The Bergeson Family
Mary Lou Bergmann

Samuel and Kathy Berkes
Michael and Linda Bingham
Robert and Christine Botts

Ronald and Ann Brown
Steven and Cheryl Cafcules

John R. and Sharon A. Challand
Christine M. Coleman

Ryan and Rebecca Dalen
Bob Davis

Dennis J. and Susan Dunlap
Niel and Kimberly Feczko

Stephanie Feczko
Jim and Helen Feuerborn

Gregory and Anita Flanagan
Dan and Kathy Friant 
Robert and Sue Furlan

Daniel Grant
Joseph and Sharon Harold

Thanh Hoang
Rev. Robert W. Jones
Thomas J. Kane, Jr.

See-Ruern Kitt
Robert and Allison Klotz

Raymond Knuth
David and Marilynne Kowalski
Thomas and Mary East Krupp

Annamarie F. Langlie
Rev. Anthony Vu Khac Long

Most Reverend Bishop David J. Malloy
Neha Benny Mathews

Gary and Judith Mayer
Donald McCullough

Daniel L. McCullough
Timothy McMahon

Rev. Matthew McMorrow

Michael J. McPheters
Margaret Moutvic-Wasz

Randolph and Barbara Pischke
John F. and Anne M. Reedy

Patrick J. and Natalie M. Richmond
Randy and Lisa Royer

Paul and Nancy Rozycki
Michael and Carol Rygiel

Bret and Nancy Smith
Kerri Sosnowski

Joanne P. Starzec
Sharron Stump

Paul D. and Linda Wember
Gary and Barbara Wronkiewicz

Richard Wynne
Blessed Sacrament Church, 

North Aurora, IL
St. Patrick Catholic Women

Contributing $50-$99
David and Jeanine Baran

Stephen and Dorothy Beck
Frank and Roberta Bisceglie

Marie Burke
Carl Frederickson
Anthony Fusaro
Mario Hueramo
Jared Johnsen

Dawn Scheffner Jones
Michael and Melissa Kmiecik

Rev. Jerome Leake
Vincent K. McGirr

Robert and Michelle McLear
John and Rosemary McManus

Larry and Karen Mudron
Olga Orszulak

Nona Otis
Ellen J. Panzer

Terry and Jacqueline Pomis
James E. Reiland

Bruno Risatti
Rev. Richard Rosinski

James Rumsa
Daniel C. and Mary Lou Segebarth

Rev. Robert Sherry
James E. Stonehouse

Matt and Judy (Santacaterina) Swan
J & C Tipperreiter

Thomas and Marilee Van Havermaet
Joe Diane Wegener

Thomas P. and Nancy Weigel
Rev. William R. Wentink

Timothy and Anne J. White
Ann Robert Winget

St. Joseph Altar & Rosary Society, 
Richmond, IL

P l e a s e  N o t e :
T h e  l i s t  o f

d o n o r s  f r o m  t h e
l a s t  f i s c a l  y e a r
i s  a c c u r a t e  t o
t h e  b e s t  o f  o u r
a b i l i t i e s .  I f  y o u
b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s
a n  e r r o r ,  p l e a s e

c o n t a c t  t h e
N e w m a n  o f f i c e

a t
o f f i c e m a n a g e r @
n e w m a n n i u . o r g

T h a n k  y o u  f o r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g
a n d  G o d  B l e s s !



The impact Newman ha s  made . . .

H e l l o !  M y  n a m e  i s  M a r c e l l i  V i o s ,  I  a m  a  c u r r e n t  N I U  s t u d e n t
g r a d u a t i n g  i n  D e c e m b e r  o f  2 0 2 3  w i t h  a  B a c h e l o r  o f  S c i e n c e  i n  H e a l t h
S c i e n c e  a n d  a  m i n o r  i n  F a m i l y  a n d  C h i l d  S t u d i e s  a n d  I  a m  a  f i r s t - y e a r
F O C U S  m i s s i o n a r y .

T h e  N e w m a n  C e n t e r  r e a l l y  a i d e d  i n  m y  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e .  I  w a s  a b l e  t o
e n c o u n t e r  t h e  L o r d  i n  E u c h a r i s t i c  A d o r a t i o n ,  H i s  m e r c y  i n  c o n f e s s i o n ,
a n d  a n  a m a z i n g  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  o t h e r  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  w e r e  o n
f i r e  w i t h  t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  s u c h  a n  a m a z i n g  w a y .  T h r o u g h o u t  m y  t i m e  i n
c o l l e g e ,  I ’ v e  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  o n e  t h i n g  t h a t  I  w a s  s e v e r e l y  l a c k i n g  i n
m y  l i f e  w a s  g o o d ,  v i r t u o u s  f r i e n d s h i p s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e  L o r d  h a s
g i v e n  m e  t h e  g r a c e  t o  r e c e i v e  b o t h  v i r t u o u s  f r i e n d s h i p s  a n d  g o o d
c o m m u n i t y  a t  t h e  N e w m a n  C e n t e r .  S i n c e  b e i n g  s o  i n v o l v e d  a t  N e w m a n
a n d  t h r o u g h  g r e a t  d i s c e r n m e n t ,  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  h e a r  t h e  c a l l  f r o m  t h e
L o r d  t o  a p p l y  a n d  a c c e p t  t o  b e  a  F O C U S  m i s s i o n a r y !  I ’ m  s o  i n c r e d i b l y
b l e s s e d  t o  s p e n d  m y  f i n a l  s e m e s t e r  a t  N I U  a s  b o t h  a  s t u d e n t  a n d  a
m i s s i o n a r y ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  t h e  L o r d  h a s  a b u n d a n t l y  p o u r e d  H i s  g r a c e s
u p o n  m e ,  m y  t e a m ,  a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  o n  t h i s  c a m p u s .  P r a i s e  G o d  I  g e t
t o  r e c e i v e  i t  a l l !

A  m e s s a g e  f r o m  M i c h a e l a  M c M a h o n :

I  h a v e  b e e n  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  N e w m a n  c o m m u n i t y  m y  e n t i r e  l i f e .  I
g r e w  u p  i n  t h e  p a r i s h .  I  w a s  v e r y  i n v o l v e d  a t  N e w m a n  w h i l e  i n
c o l l e g e  a t  N I U  a n d  n o w  I  h a v e  t h e  j o y  o f  j o i n i n g  t h e  N e w m a n  S t a f f
a s  O f f i c e  M a n a g e r .  W h i l e  r e c e n t l y  r e a d i n g  L i f e  o f  t h e  B e l o v e d  b y  F r .
H e n r i  N o u w e n ,  I  c a m e  a c r o s s  t h i s  q u o t e :  “ T h e  f r a g m e n t a t i o n  a n d
c o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  o u r  m i l i e u  m a k e s  i t  n e a r l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  f i n d  a
p l a c e  w h e r e  o u r  w h o l e  b e i n g — b o d y ,  m i n d  a n d  h e a r t — c a n  f e e l  s a f e
a n d  p r o t e c t e d . ”  W h e n  I  r e a d  t h i s ,  t h e  N e w m a n  C e n t e r  q u i c k l y  c a m e
t o  m i n d  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  b e e n  a  p l a c e  f o r  m e  w h e r e  I  h a v e  n o t  o n l y
b e e n  s a f e  a n d  p r o t e c t e d  b u t  a l s o  f o r m e d ,  c h a l l e n g e d ,  a n d  f e d .  M y
c o l l e g e  y e a r s  w e r e  c h a l l e n g i n g  e n o u g h  a n d  N e w m a n  w a s  a  p l a c e  o f
s t e a d y  s e c u r i t y  f o r  m e  w h e r e  I  w a s  d r a w n  i n t o  a  c o m m u n i t y  o f
p e o p l e  f o c u s e d  o n  C h r i s t .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  I  c o u l d  b e
m y s e l f  a n d  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  I  l e a r n e d  m y  f a i t h  a n d  h o w  t o  g o  o u t  a n d
s h a r e  t h a t  w i t h  o t h e r s .  I  a m  s o  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y  t h a t  w a s
p r o v i d e d  t o  m e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  m a n y  m e a l s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r
A d o r a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  o u r  g e n e r o u s  s u p p o r t e r s .  T h r o u g h  y o u r
p r a y e r s  a n d  y o u r  g i f t s ,  t h e  L o r d  h a s  h a d  a  t r e m e n d o u s  i m p a c t  o n  m y
l i f e .  D o  n o t  u n d e r e s t i m a t e  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  y o u r  r o l e .  W e  a r e  h e r e
b r i n g i n g  t h e  l i g h t  o f  C h r i s t  t o  N I U ’ s  c a m p u s .  I t  i s  a  b a t t l e  f o r  s o u l s .  
T h e r e  i s  m u c h  w o r k  t o  b e  d o n e  a n d  s o  m u c h  h o p e  i n  i t !

F A L L  2 0 2 3 4
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C A T E C H E S I S  O F  T H E  G O O D  S H E P H E R D
T h i s  F a l l ,  o u r  p a r i s h  h a p p i l y  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  s t a r t  o f  a  n e w
M o n t e s s o r i - s t y l e  r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,
C a t e c h e s i s  o f  t h e  G o o d  S h e p h e r d  ( C G S ) .  C G S  i s  n o w
p r o v i d i n g  p r e s c h o o l  a g e d  c h i l d r e n  a  h a n d s - o n - a p p r o a c h  t o
r e l i g i o u s  f o r m a t i o n .  A  p r e p a r e d  r o o m ,  c a l l e d  t h e  “ a t r i u m , ”
h o u s e s  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n ’ s  a c t i v e  e n g a g e m e n t
w h i c h  h e l p  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  s c r i p t u r e  a n d
l i t u r g y  a n d  c u l t i v a t e  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  O n e  w h o  m a d e
t h e m .  T h e i r  w o r k  i n  t h e  a t r i u m  e n c o u r a g e s  l i t t l e  o n e s  t o
e a g e r l y  a n d  a c t i v e l y  p u r s u e  t h e  l a n g u a g e ,  k n o w l e d g e  a n d
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  T r u t h s  o f  o u r  F a i t h  w h i c h ,  i n  t u r n ,
h e l p s  t h e m  e n t e r - i n  m o r e  f u l l y  t o  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h .

C o o r d i n a t o r  a n d  c a t e c h i s t  J e n n y  G r a y  s a y s ,  “ w e  a r e
i n e x p r e s s i b l y  t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  a n d  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  o u r
p a r i s h  c o m m u n i t y  w h i c h  h a v e  a l l o w e d  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f
t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  p r o g r a m  a n d  p r a y  t h a t  i t  b e a r s  m u c h  f r u i t  f o r
y e a r s  t o  c o m e . ”  P l e a s e  p r a y  f o r  u s  a s  w e  e n d e a v o r  t o  e n r i c h
t h e  l i f e  o f  o u r  N e w m a n  C a t h o l i c  S t u d e n t  C e n t e r  t h r o u g h  t h e
f o r m a t i o n  o f  e v e n  o u r  y o u n g e s t  m e m b e r s .

A  m e s s a g e  f r o m  J o r d a n  H u f f ,  o n e  o f  o u r  F O C U S  m i s s i o n a r i e s :

A s  a  F O C U S  m i s s i o n a r y ,  I  a m  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  l i v e  o u t  a n d  w a l k  w i t h  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  u p  o f  t h r e e  l i f e - g i v i n g  h a b i t s :  D i v i n e  I n t i m a c y ,  A u t h e n t i c  F r i e n d s h i p ,  a n d  
C l a r i t y  a n d  C o n v i c t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  L i t t l e  W a y  o f  E v a n g e l i z a t i o n .  D i v i n e  I n t i m a c y  i s  
o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  L o r d ,  c u l t i v a t e d  m a i n l y  t h r o u g h  p r a y e r  a n d  t h e  S a c r a m e n t s .
A u t h e n t i c  F r i e n d s h i p  i s  l o v i n g  o t h e r s  a s  C h r i s t  d o e s  a n d  l i v i n g  l i f e  t o g e t h e r  w h i l e  g r o w i n g  i n
v i r t u e .  C l a r i t y  a n d  C o n v i c t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  L i t t l e  W a y  o f  E v a n g e l i z a t i o n  i s  a  l o n g  n a m e  f o r
s o m e t h i n g  s i m p l e .  I t  i s  t h e  m e e t i n g  p l a c e  a n d  n a t u r a l  r e s u l t  o f  D i v i n e  I n t i m a c y  a n d  A u t h e n t i c
F r i e n d s h i p .  I t  i s  h o w  w e  s h a r e  w h a t  t h e  L o r d  i s  d o i n g  i n  o u r  l i v e s  w i t h  o u r  f r i e n d s  a n d  h e l p
t h e m  t o  g r o w  d e e p e r  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  L o r d  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  C h u r c h .  T h e y ,
i n  t u r n ,  s h a r e  t h i s  w i t h  t h e i r  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  s o  o n  a n d  s o  f o r t h .  

I  s p e a k  o f  a l l  t h i s  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  i m p a c t  t h e  N e w m a n  C e n t e r  h a s  h a d  o n  m y  l i f e  a s  a
m i s s i o n a r y  h e r e  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  T h i s  p l a c e  h a s  b e c o m e  a  h o m e  w h e r e  I  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n
c o u n t l e s s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  d e e p e n  m y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  C h r i s t  a n d  m y  f r i e n d s h i p s  w i t h  t h e
s t u d e n t s  a n d  s t a f f .  T h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  S a c r a m e n t s  a n d  A d o r a t i o n ,
c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f o s t e r e d  a t  N e w m a n ,  h a v e  l e d  t o  a b u n d a n t  b l e s s i n g s  i n  m y  o w n
l i f e  a n d  o n  m i s s i o n .  I  a m  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  w a y  t h i s  p a r i s h  h a s  w e l c o m e d  t h e  F O C U S  t e a m
y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r  w i t h  o p e n  a r m s  a n d  h o w  i t  i s  a  p l a c e  o f  t r u e  f r e e d o m  a n d  f o r m a t i o n .  I  a l s o
a p p r e c i a t e  F r .  G o n n e l l a ’ s  s u p p o r t  o n  m i s s i o n .  H i s  f a t h e r h o o d  i s  a  b l e s s i n g  t o  a l l  o f  u s
m i s s i o n a r i e s  a n d  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e  s e r v e .  O v e r a l l ,  I  a m  b l e s s e d  t o  b e  h e r e  f o r  a  t h i r d  y e a r
a n d  I  a s k  f o r  y o u r  p r a y e r s  f o r  t h e  L o r d ’ s  w i l l  t o  b e  d o n e  o n  t h i s  c a m p u s  a n d  i n  e a c h  o f  o u r
h e a r t s .  T h a n k  y o u !

F O C U SF O C U S
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STUDENTS ,  MISSIONARIES ,  AND FR .
GONNELLA AT THE SMT RETREAT

JUMP
FOR
JOY!

LEFT TO RIGHT :  
ZACH,  JORDAN,

ADRIANA,CATHRINE ,
AND LOUIS

STUDENTS AFTER
MASS

STUDENTS AT THE NIU
INVOLVMENT FAIR

STUDNET MINISTRY
TEAM BONFIRE

A FEW SMT
MEMBERS AND
MISSIONARIES

GETTING READY TO
CHALK ON CAMPUS

NEWMAN CHALKING

SMT CO -CHAIRS

FR.  G ISMER SERVING
DOUGHNUTS AFTER MASS



Students dressed up for Halloween!

NEWMAN NOWNEWMAN NOW

Students at a Pro-Life booth
during the Sandwich Fair

Students at the Welcome Back BBQ
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